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reverse side of Stresemann's character, his recognition
of what may be attainable, a just estimate of avail-
able possibilities, in brief, the attitude of mind that
is commonly indicated by that much abused word
ULealpolitik, here found expression.

Others, too, saw the limits of what was attainable;
the politicians of the Left did not long cherish the hope
that France would withdraw her troops from the Ruhr
area before sitting down to negotiate. But they had
not the courage to express their conviction otherwise
than in whispered conversations among themselves;
they knew that the legend of the "stab in the
back" would be brought up again at the slightest
sign of compliance. The advocates of an under-
standing were obstinately silent in those days when an
attempt at negotiation might perhaps have saved
Germany from the catastrophe of collapse in the dance
of paper billions.

" What does an active policy mean ?" asked Strese-
mann in the Reichstag. "It means, ultimately, a
readiness for every international situation so as to be
able to use it to the advantage of Germany. But what
advantage can we draw from the international situation
in which we find ourselves ? We can, at least, make
the way clear for international agreements and provide
a final solution of the Reparations question, and thus
obtain the freedom of the Ruhr and the Rhineland."
In those weeks of consternation Stresemann developed
a feverish activity. He again tried to convince the
Government that passive resistance was not an end in
itself, and the hour of their astonishing success was the
very hour in which to open negotiations. " I feel like
Siegfried," he complained to his friends; " trying to